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Sept. 23, 2002
UM COMMEMORATES AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE DAY 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana-Missoula will celebrate American Indian people and culture 
with several events Thursday and Friday, Sept. 26-27. It’s all part of UM’s American Indian 
Heritage Day commemoration, which the University has held every fourth Friday in 
September since 1997.
The events begin with a lecture by noted Choctaw author, playwright and scholar 
LeAnne Howe at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 26, in the University Center Theater. Her talk, 
"Tribalology," will address tribal stories and their power to create truths to live by. The 
lecture will be sponsored by the Montana Committee for the Humanities and UM ’s Native 
American studies department. In addition, KUFM radio will broadcast an interview with Howe 
at 5 p.m.
Events slated for American Indian Heritage Day on Friday are:
■ a sunrise ceremony at 7 a.m. on the M-trail. A Flathead reservation tribal member 
will welcome the day with prayer and song, along with UM American Indian students, faculty 
members and staff members. Everyone is welcome to participate. Offerings will be made to 
the "All People’s Tree," located north of Main Hall.
■ a noon ceremony at the Mansfield Mall where UM President George Dennison,
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Native American studies Chair Kate Shanley and Associated Students of UM President Jon 
Swan will present the American Indian Heritage Day proclamation.
■ Howe giving a reading of her novel "Shell Shaker," a recent American Book Award 
winner, at 4 p.m. in the large meeting room of the Missoula Public Library. The event is in
conjunction with MCH’s Festival of the Book.
■ American Indian Books, especially those by Indian authors, displayed prominently
at the UM Bookstore.
K displays by UM’s American Indian programs all day in the University Center.
■ callers to UM put on hold enjoying Indian music.
■ UM Dining Services offering Native entrees.
All events are being planned and coordinated by the Department of Native American 
Studies, the President’s Office and the Multicultural Alliance. For more information, call 
Native American studies at (406) 243-5831.
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